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LENTEN SCHEDULE 2026

Weekly services will be held at 7:00pm each
Wednesday evening, alternating churches,
with light supper served beginning at 5:30pm.

Ash Wednesday Services
February 18th: OSTML at 7:00pm with
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.

February 25th: Grue
March 4th: First Presbyterian
March 11th: Peace
March 18th: OSTML
March 25th: Grue
Maundy Thursday: First Presbyterian
Good Friday: Peace

Order subject to change.

A soup luncheon and abbreviated service
will be held at noon each week at Peace.

All are welcome at either service.
Contact Ione Quam 218-747-2838 or Linda Bahnson
218-685-4301 or 218-405-0250
If you would like to volunteer.
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“The underlying challenge for many is that their lives are stretched like a rubber band about to snap—and
church attendance ends up feeling like an item on a checklist that’s already too long. What can churches do in
such a context?... A healthy church can be a safety net...it reminds people that their identity is not in their job or
how much money they make; they are children of God, loved and protected and infinitely valuable.” Jake
Meador

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ of Peace and Grue Parish,

Blessings to you and as we transition from the season of Epiphany into Lent. The church since the time
of Christ, is perpetually in a state of transformation. We are transformed through Christ’s death for the
sake of all to offer us grace. Transformation is also how God designs and creates, whether it’s flora,
fauna, rocks, roots or human bodies. Transformation is sometimes painful, yet necessary. Personally,
I’m glad I moved beyond being zygote, infant, child, teen, young adult, middle aged, into my current
state of entering into my “last third of life”. Change and transformation is hardwired into God’s crea-
tion, and church is no different. There have always been historic ebbs and flows throughout the life of
the church, and today we’re in a downswing. In the past 25 years, 40 million Americans have stopped
attending church, creating a sense of fear and anxiety. The church requires constant reflection, self-
evaluation and transformation to identify where Christ is calling us into the world. Periodically, we
stall out and need a kick start. In her book The Great Emergence, author Phyllis Tickle used the anal-
ogy of “The 500-Year Rummage Sale” to describe religious change over the years, stating that the
church “cleans house” roughly every 500 years, holding what she calls a “giant rummage sale,” decid-
ing what to keep, and what to dispose to allow room for new things. The last rummage sale, the Refor-
mation, happened around 500 years ago, so we’re probably due.

I read an article recently by Jake Meador, attributing the decline in church participation to our cultural
shift towards independence, and frankly, the idolatry of self-sufficiency. Meador points out this is
problematic not only for the church, but for society in general: “Participation in a religious community
generally correlates with better health outcomes and longer life, higher financial generosity, and more

stable families—all of which are desperately needed in a nation with rising rates of loneliness, mental
illness, and alcohol and drug dependency.”

Sounds consistent with Christ’s teaching and ministry doesn’t it? We are created for community, for
mutual support and sharing of our gifts in order to serve the greater good of a hurting world. Perhaps
it’s time for we, as church, to set up that rummage sale, shifting our focus from prioritizing our own
needs to that of the world we were called to love and serve. The church is needed more than ever. So
how do we adapt to live into our call in meaningful, relevant ways? I certainly don’t have the answer,
but I have faith that guided by the Spirit through Christ, we can do ministry that matters together. I am
grateful and thankful to be in community with each and every one of you as we serve as church in
a changing world, reaching out to be the positive force of transformation that Christ is calling us to be.
God’s Peace, Pastor Julie

“Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up the other,
but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie together, they keep
warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though one might prevail against another, two will withstand one.
A threefold cord is not quickly broken.” Ecclesiastes 4:9-12


https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2016/10/28/religion-church-attendance-mortality-column/92676964/
https://www.philanthropyroundtable.org/magazine/less-god-less-giving/
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2018/03/20935/
https://www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2018/03/20935/
http://www.faithclipart.com/image/decorative-black-cross.html

2026 PEACE CHURCH
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE

February
1 Finn Thompson/Lola Thompson
8 Coffee Cup Sunday

15 Coffee Cup Sunday

22 Coffee Cup Sunday
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READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY

Matthew 17:1-9

February 1 February 8

First Reading First Reading
Micah 6:1-8 Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
Psalm Psalm
Psalm 15 Psalm 112:1-9 [10]
Second Reading Second Reading
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]
Gospel Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12 Matthew 5:13-20

February 15 February 22
First Reading First Reading
Exodus 24:12-18 Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm Psalm
Psalm 2 Psalm 32
Second Reading Second Reading
2 Peter 1:16-21 Romans 5:12-19
Gospel Gospel

Matthew 4:1-11




Feb. Birthdays

February 1*
Cindy Vorland

February ond
Carol Koefod

Janet Novak
Dallas Sorenson

February 3™
Cody Johnson

February 4"
Megan Olson

Danza Johnsrud
Roberta Kalvik

February 5"
Henry Duenow

February 7%
Connor Samuelson

February 8"

Katie Merrick
Jackson Merrick
February 9"
Easton Nelson
Anthony (Tony) Ness
Bentely Olson
Curtis Runningen
Kris Roley
February 10"
Diane Christenson
Charles Schultz
February 12
Bryce Johnson
Wes Evavold

February 15"
Maddison Burak

February 16"
John Lindemeyer
Levi Rossum
Brooklyn Wagner
February 17"
Carol Dahlen
Victoria Stierlen

February 18"
Kevin Fick

February 19"
Brenda Lillemon
Bentley Olson
February 20"
Aanika Anderson
Mary Ann Balgaard
Leah Fick

February 2o
Jessica Knutson

February 231
James Martinson

February 26"
Noah Anderson
Wendy Walvatne

February 27"
Joshua Evavold

February 28"
Derrek Bartz

Mary Johnsrud

If I don’t have your
birth date or if I have it
listed incorrectly please

e-mail or call me at

peacegrue@outlook.com
or 747-2273
Melissa R

God’s Country News
Articles are DUE by the
isth
of each MONTH

February 17th
Peace Bible Study
9:00 a.m. @ Peace

GRUE Bible Stud
1:30 p.m.




Peace Sunday School change announcement

For the remainder of the year Sunday School will not be meeting in the youth
room down stairs. Kids are welcome to sit with us upstairs. If parents are still
seeking Sunday School lessons then we encourage them to try WOW on
Wednesday night at Presbyterian Church starting at 6 pm. They will be doing
WOW until Feb. 11th, then take a break during lent.

FEBRUARY-Grue Church 10:45
Sunday School at 9:30

1 No Sunday school
8 9:30
15 9:30

22 9:30
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February 2026

Thank you to Jody Dahlen and family for taking care of the January Worship volunteer duties that enhance our
worship time together. February group leader is Marie Hoffman and thank you to Marie.

As we move into 2026, we will continue to honor a group from our community or elsewhere to celebrate our
country's Semi quincentennial. In February we will celebrate the 3,270 birthdays our past and current President
have celebrated.

The first Sunday in February we will have birthday cake to honor Cindy Vorland.

In February to continue to celebrate our country's Semi quincentennial, we will honor our current and past Presi-
dents with birthday cake on the second Sunday. Collectively, and providing the 5 that are alive today are with us
at the end 0f 2026, these 5 men will have celebrated 3,270 birthdays.

A little bit of President trivia: 45 men have served 47 Presidencies: Grover Cleveland served as our 22 and 24
President and Donald Trump has and is serving as our 45 and 47 President. These 45 men have celebrated 43
birth dates. Polk and Harding were both born on November 2 and Andrew Johnson and Woodrow Wilson were
born on December 29. One of our past Presidents lived to be 100 and 4 of them were in their 90s when they
passed away. No one was born on July 4; however, 3 of them died on that day: John Adams, Thomas Jefferson
and James Monroe. John Tyler is recorded to have the most children, 8 with his first wife and 7 with his second,
his youngest child born when he was 70. Five of these men are still living today, with 3 of them born-

in 1946: Clinton, Bush Jr and Donald Trump.

We will be hosting a Spring Bake Sale at the Community Center in April.

Winner of the quilt at the Second Chance Thrift store was Durant from Baxter, he was delivering a donation to the
thrift store and decided to sign up.

God's blessings to all

Val Fick,
WELCA Co-President
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GRUE WELCA NEWS

Winners of the Grue Raffle were:
Ist Prize - Blue Jean quilt
Andrea Nyberg

2nd prize — Burgundy Plum & Vapor Gray
Afghan
Diane Boese

3rd prize— Purple Ombre Afghan
Becca Lillemon

Congratulations to everyone.




PEACE COUNCIL NEWS

Peace Council Meeting, January 11, 2026

Attendees: Duane Spielman Pres. Wayne Vorland V. Pres, Tim Cunningham Treas, Dee Holte Co-Secretary,
Brenda Johnson Co-Secretary, Linda Bahnson Council

Absent: Donna Grover Council

Meeting called to order by Duane

Secretary's Report: Dee Holte motion/Linda Bahnson seconded/ C to approve as written

Treasurer's Report: Wayne Vorland motion/ Dee Holte seconded/ C to approve as written

Pastor's Report: see attached

Team Reports: all have been written and submitted to the annual report

Old Business:

New Business:

Peace Church 2026 proposed budget: Dee Holte motion/Linda Bahnson seconded/C approve as written
Approved service time switch for January-April Peace 9:00 and Grue 10:45

Peace church endowment will be explained and submitted to the annual report as the Peace Lutheran Church Gift
Policy

Addition: Pastor Julie has asked for both churches to read information on Mutual Ministry. There is an informa-
tional link on the Synod website. This is a small group of people consisting of members from both parishes. They
will assist in communication with the community and staff to diffuse any misunderstandings.

Council discussed officers for 2026 and will be approved at the next council meeting on February 8, 2026 after
9:00 am services.

Motion to adjourn S/C

Peace Council Co-Sec. Brenda Johnson




GRUE COUNCIL NEWS

Grue Council Meeting : January 25,2026
Following the annual meeting.

Attending: Sonia, Melissa, Pastor Julie & Gwen.
Absent: Randy K, Bob, Char, Dar and June.
Secretary’s report : read and approved. M/S/C

Treasure’s report: read and approved. M/S/C

New Business:

NWMN Synod Assembly will be held on May 30-June 1. It will be a Virtual meeting this year. It was discussed
doing this with neighboring churches at one location. Patty and June will attend to represent Grue.

The next council meeting will be joint at Peace on February 11, 2026.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. M/S/C

Gwen Lillemon, Council Secretary.

NOTE OF THANKS

Thank you to all the Grue Family Members who help with ushering,
communion, and other jobs throughout the year.
You are greatly appreciated for your time, talent and unconditional support
and efforts given so freely to the Grue Church.
Love and Thanks!




Peace Annual Meeting 10

Peace Lutheran Church Annual Meeting January 18, 2026
Meeting called to order by Duane Spielman, Pres.

No additions to the agenda
Annual Meeting minutes from 2025 were presented. One correction to Janet Fick should be changed to Janet No-
vak. Val Fick motion/Louise Lang seconded/ C to accept the secretary's report.

Pastor Julie's report and other committee/team reports can be viewed in the provided annual report.
Nominating Committee: No volunteers, if you are interested in volunteering please contact a council member.

Delegates to Luther Crest: Val Fick and Janet Novak volunteered.

NWMN Synod: No nominations from the floor, if interested please contact a council member. This meeting will be
done virtually on Saturday, May, 30th.

Old Business: none

New Business:
Duane Spielman presented the Parish Church 2026 budget on pg. 15 in the annual report in Tim Cunningham's
absence. Wayne Risbrudt motion/Wayne Vorland seconded/carried, to approve as written.

Duane Spielman presented the Peace Church 2026 budget on pg. 27, in the annual report. Wayne Vorland motion/
Dee Holte Seconded/carried, to approve as written.

Church Council: Duane Spielman opened nominations, Jeremy Anderson has volunteered to serve. A motion was
made to cease nominations by Dee Holte. Peace Church and council thanked Duane Spielman for his time, leader-
ship, and 6 years of service.

Audit Committee: Louise Lang, Donna Grover, Val Fick, Lynn Jensen-alt. volunteered
Louise Lang thanked Cindy Vorland WELCA Treasure, Tim Cunningham Peace/Parish Treasure, and Dee Holte
Cemetery Treasure, for their diligent work in regard to the audit.

Approval of the Peace Church Gift Policy:

Committee member Val Fick gave a summary of the Peace Church Gift Policy on pg. 20, of the annual report
which was established after the church received an endowment from the late Elroy Anderson. The committee of
Val Fick, Tim Cunningham, and Carol Koefod met with the Pemberton Law Firm to write the policy. Jody Dahlen,
Motion/Louise Lang Seconded/Carried to approve as written

Discussed items:
Property and Management Team will be working on lighting and landscaping ideas to improve the church's appeal.

WELCA Team: Val reported that they will be doing cosmetic improvements to the church's fellowship hall.

Cemetery: Dee Holte gave an update and thanked the Boy Scouts for the work to improve the cemetery.
1. Lukas Anderson for creating a directory and map of the cemetery.
2. Bradley Schroeder removed the existing fence and the continuation of this project.
3. The Koefod memorial for cemetery fence replacement and all other donations, so improvements will
be continued.
4. Kronberg Tree Service for removal of two dead trees, buckthorn, and spraying for regrowth.

Brenda Risbrudt thanked Dee for her countless hours of service to the cemetery and cleaning of the tombstones.
Gene Jensen Motion/Val Fick Seconded/Carried to adjourn

Respectfully Submitted,
Brenda Johnson Peace Church Council Co-Secretary




Grue Annual Meeting 11

Grue Lutheran Church Annual Meeting January 25,2026

The meeting was called to order by President Sonia Heibel

Devotions were led by Pastor Julie Carlson

The report from 2025 annual meeting was reviewed and accepted-M/S/C.
All other reports were also reviewed and accepted-M/S/C.

Elections:

*Council members Randy Koefod and Gwen Lillemon 1st term were up, they both agreed to run a 2nd term. Mo-
tion was made to cease nominations. M/S/C

The 2026 Budget was reviewed. There was a motion made to leave the $1600 in the budget for Organist. Budget
was then accepted-M/S/C.

Unfinished Business:
*Long range planning was discussed briefly.

*Harvest meal-discussed 2025 meal and the 2026 meal. Bea, Scott and Dar will continue to be on the committee
to head this up.

New Business:

* Annual church cleaning day is set for March 21.

*U of M contract was discussed; Denise will check into getting a contract signed.
*Fundraisers were discussed and agreed to take a sabbatical at this point.

*Lent Services will be held at Grue on February 25th and March 25th.

Meeting was adjourned: M/S/C

Gwen Lillemon, Council Secretary




ACROSS

1. Famous president born in February

4. Festive celebration before Lent e
5. Weather-predicting animal on
February 2nd

6. Zodiac sign for late February
birthdays

9. Winter sports event often
held in February

11. February’s purple birthstone
17. Special February with 29
days

18. Early-blooming February
flower

21. President honored on
Presidents’ Day

22. Chilly season in February
23. Leaders celebrated in mid-
February

DOWN

2. Sweet treat often given on
Valentine’s Day

3. Icy coating on February

windows

4. Love-spreading cherub with
bow and arrow

7. Delicate ice crystals falling in
February

8. Affectionate term for a
Valentine

10. Freezing February weather
event

12. Major football game in early
February

13. Love-filled holiday on
February 14th

14. Colorful celebration before
Ash Wednesday

15. Sweet message delivered on
Valentine’s Day

16. Sudden drop in February
temperatures

19. Love in the air during Valentine’s
season

20. Purple flower associated with
February

AMETHYST ICE STORM ROMANCE
CANDYGRAM LEAP YEAR SNOWFLAKES
CARNIVAL LINCOLN SUPER BOWL
CHOCOLATE MARDI GRAS SWEETHEART
COLD SNAP OLYMPICS VALENTINE'S
CUPID PISCES VIOLET
FROST PRESIDENTS WASHINGTON
GROUNDHOG PRIMROSE WINTER
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PIZZA DAY
MAKE A FRIEND DAY

FOOTBALL HANGOVER DAY

KISS DAY
CHOCOLATE MINT DAY

ROSA PARKS DAY
SUSAN B ANTHONY DAY

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

MAN DAY

TUG OF WAR DAY

RADIO DAY
GET OUT YOUR GUITAR DAY

DRINK WINE DAY
SPAY DAY

CHERRY PIE DAY
LASH DAY

OPERA DAY
RARE DISEASE DAY
HOMEMADE SOUP DAY
SCIENCE DAY
PISTACHIO DAY
TILE DAY
SUPER BOWL SUNDAY MISSING PERSONS DAY
ROSE DAY
FROZEN YOGURT DAY

GROUNDHOG DAY
VALENTINES DAY
SAFER INTERNET DAY
ORGAN DONOR DAY
DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
NAACP DAY
GALENTINES DAY



God’s People in Service
FEBRUARY 2026

Peace F Grue Lutheran

14

GRUE February 1 February 8 February 15 February 18 | February 22 | February 25
10:45 a.m. Late Green Green White Purple Purple Purple
Service Holy Ash Lent Lent
SS 9:30 a.m. Communion Wednesday at Grue
Starts 2/8/26 at OSTML
Janitors/Ushers | Les & Kathy Evavold, & Annah Evavold and Evelyn Schamber
Reader usher usher usher | cieeeiiiiiiiinnn usher usher
Music Denise Cindy Contempo- | .ccoveveininnnnens Denise Cindy
Juven Vorland rary Juven Vorland
PEACE February 1 February 8 February 15 February 18 | February 22 | February 25
9:00 a.m. Green Green White Purple Purple Purple
Early Service Holy Coffee Cup Coffee Cup Ash Lent Lent
Communion Sunday Sunday Wednesday Coffee Cup At Grue
at OSTML Sunday
Music Brenda Cindy Contempo- | .ccocevnennnnnenn. Cindy | ceeeeevnennnnns
Risbrudt Vorland rary Vorland
L 8 1 1) £ O e [ I I T [T
Readers Val Fick Janet F S s Marie | .oeoeeininnnn.
Novak Hoffman
Psalms Reader Finn | .o, Liam | cvveveveeec |0 ] v
Thompson Hanson
P NC1) ) (< T IO [T I T T T
Communion 117 1 (O e e I s
Helper Hoffman,
(set up, serve, Mary Ann
clean) Balgaard
Birthday Birthday Pauline | .coceeiiniennnnn. Marie | cceeeieeiineen.
Cookie Servers Cake for cake for Martinson Hoffman
Cindy the U.S.
Vorland Presidents
Coffee-Marie Cake server-
Hoffman Mary Ann
Balgaard

Serving Team Peace Lutheran Month of February 2026
Chairperson: Marie Hoffman
*Ushers are reminded to pick up bulletins and trash and replace hymnals in racks prior to leaving the

sanctuary.

Please remember to write down the attendance for each Sunday.

MAKE SURE THE LIGHTS ARE TURNED OFF AND

ALL DOORS ARE LOCKED!




PEACE t GRUE Lutheran Parish — FEBRUARY 2026 P

Church website:

PARISH OFFICE 218-747-2273, Cell# 218-770-8457 Email peacegrue@outlook.com

306 Larson Avenue, Box 157, Ashby, MN 56309 WWWw.peacegrue.or:

Pastor Julie Calrson, 320-491-2304  Email: pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com
Peace 9:00 am, Grue 10:45 am, SS 9:30 am

Office hours M-TH 9-2, closed on Fridays

Sunday Monday | Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Coffee Cup Sunday Ground
Holy Communion Hog Day Confirmation
Peace service 5:30pm-6:30pm
9am Pastor’s
Birthday Cake for Sabbath
Cindy Vorland
Grue service
10:45 am
15 Coftee Cup 9 10 11 12 13 14
Sunday Confirmation
Peace service 5:30pm-6:30pm
9am
Peace council after
services Parish Council
Birthday cake for meeting Pastor’s Happy
the US Presidents 7:00pm at Sabbath Valentine’s
) Peace Day
Grue service
10:45 am,
SS starts
9:30 am
15 Coftee Cup 16 17 18 19 20 21
Sunday Presidents Ash
Peace service Day Peace Bible Wednesday
9am study Peace Service-
9:00am 12noon
Grue service OSTML-7:30pm
10:45 am, GRUE Pastor’s
SS 9:30 am Bible study No Sabbath
1:30 Confirmation
15 Coftee Cup 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sunday lent service
Peace service Peace Church
9am 12 noon with
light lunch
Grue service served
10:45 am, Pastor’s
SS 9:30 am Grue 7pm with Sabbath

light supper
served at
5:30



mailto:peacegrue@outlook.com
https://d.docs.live.net/2010NWSLTR/www.peacegrue.org
mailto:pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com
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PEACE TGRLHE LUTHERAN PARISH

OF THE ELCA
Office 218-747-2273, Office Hours M-Th 9-2
Office Manager-Melissa Runningen

E-mail peacegrue@outlook.com, website www.peacegrue.org
Pastor Julie Calrson 320-491-2304 Email: pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com
Pastor in office M, T, &Th 9:30-12:30, Wed 12-5 or by appointment
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