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Congratulations to our  
High School Seniors at Peace 

 

Class of 2026 
      

Peace Seniors 
  Lukas Anderson, Lily Balgaard,  

Emily Evavold, Connor Samuelson,  
Jacob Sorenson, Abigail Spielman,  

Kenneth Spielman, & Mia Thompson 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

Baccalaureate @ the Ashby High School  
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 at 7 pm 

  
Ashby High School Graduation Sunday,  

May 24, 2026 at 2pm 
May thru August                                                        
Grue 9:00 a.m.                                    

Peace 10:45 a.m. 



 2 

 

 “I have my own theory about why decline happens at companies like IBM or Microsoft. The company 

does a great job, innovates and becomes a monopoly or close to it in some field, and then the quality of 

the product becomes less important. The company starts valuing the great salesmen, because they’re the 

ones who can move the needle on revenues, not the product engineers and designers. So the salespeople 

end up running the company.” Excerpt from Walter Isaacson’s book, “Steve Jobs”  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ of Peace and Grue Parish, 

Blessings to you as we continue our journey together as brothers and sisters in Christ. Many of 

you know that my husband Monty is a commodities broker, and we often share various articles with an-

other related to both of our vocations.  It never surprises me when an article he’s shared with me related 

to the financial world is also applicable to church life.   Last week he shared an article, “Think Differ-

ent” from Jared Dillian’s Substack newsletter. Dillian speaks about innovation, and how complacency 

and getting stuck in a “This is the way it’s always been done!” mindset prohibits innovation.  We can 

certainly see this over the past several decades in the church universal. We forget how radically counter-

cultural Jesus was in his ministry, and that Christ and the most influential historical leaders of the church 

were less concerned about their comfort levels than simply prioritizing the seemingly simple, commis-

sion of Christ, to love God and to love and care for our neighbor, all of them. 

 Our human natures gravitate towards the familiar, and that’s a beautiful thing to cherish beloved 

hymns, traditional worship elements, especially during times such as Christmas and Easter.  But that 

can’t be the only thing, the world that we’re called into is constantly changing, and we’ve seen how lim-

iting “church success” to things we can quantify such as attendance and offering can stifle our imagina-

tions.  Not unlike the Steve Jobs quote I’ve posted above, we need to shift our focus on worldly defined 

“results” to what Christ is calling us to do to love and serve a hurting world.  A pretty big ask, but in 

Dillian’s article, he talks about how we humans are only open to small incremental changes, which in 

the church is certainly true.  But that shouldn’t discourage us from taking small steps to try new things.  

That said, it doesn’t mean throwing the baby out with the bathwater either. Change with no purpose and 

only for the sake of change gets us nowhere.   Perhaps if we take a step back, shift our focus from 

“running a church” to the ministry of loving service Christ calls us to, our collective imaginations will 

open up to seemingly small changes that can be woven into our ministry.  I would love to hear and visit 

with you regarding the things in church that you find comforting as well as any innovative ideas you 

have to enhance and improve how we are church and community together.      

 Monty and I continue to pray for all of you, for safety, for patience, and perseverance and that 

you are reminded of God’s presence and finding the hope of the Risen Christ.  Just as we are trans-

formed in Christ, together we are agents of transformation within our community in ways large 

and small.   

God’s peace to you and all you hold dear, Pastor Julie 

Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, Colossians 3:2 

May 2026 A Word from Pastor Julie:  
Growing in Love and Service Together 

http://www.faithclipart.com/image/decorative-black-cross.html
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PEACE CHURCH 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE  May 2026 

              May                                                                                          

  3    Sunny Johnson/Lola Thompson 

10 Coffee Cup Sunday 

17   Darian Holte/Gavin Balgaard 

24   Ushers 

31   Ushers 

***If you are unable to acolyte on the Sunday that  you are listed  

please contact another youth and switch or ask them to cover for you-thanks. 

READINGS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

5/3/26 
 
First Reading 
Acts 7:55-60  
Psalm 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
Second Reading 
1 Peter 2:2-10  
Gospel 
John 14:1-14  
  

5/10/26 
 
First Reading 
Acts 17:22-31  
Psalm 
Psalm 66:8-20  
Second Reading 
1 Peter 3:13-22  
Gospel 
John 14:15-21  

5/17/26 
 
First Reading 
Acts 1:6-14  
Psalm 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  
Second Reading 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  
Gospel 
John 17:1-11  

5/24/26 
 
First Reading 
Acts 2:1-21  
Psalm 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  
Gospel 
John 7:37-39  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-24/0
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There are Angels God puts on this Earth 

Who care for us and guide us. 

You can feel their love and gentleness 

as they walk through life beside us. 

They do great thing for us every day 

they whisper in our ears, 

they even hold us in their hearts 

when we are filled with all our fears. 

They are always there to give a hug 

and try to make us smile. 

They treat us with respect and love, 

they treat us like their child. 

God blessed me with an Angel, 

I’m proud to call my own. 

She’s been with me throughout my  

life, been with me as I’ve grown. 

She’s guided me the best she can, 

she’s taught me like no other, 

and I’m, thankful I’m the lucky one 

who get’s to call her…..Mother 

MAY  

BIRTHDAYS 
 

May 1st 

Lynelle Lindmeyer 

May 4th 

Ron Peterson 

May 5th 

Donna Lindemeyer 

May 6th 

Lillian Evavold 

Orland Norenberg 

Amy Bidleman 

May 10th  

Carson Spangler 

Carter Spangler 

Jason Odens 

Chad Van Santen                         

May 15th 

Deb Story 

May 17th 

Teresa Barry                      

May18th                                                 

Levi Driggins  

May 19th 

Terry Ohren 

Shawn Spangler 

Betty Torgrimson 

 

May 21st 

Joan Maunumaki       

Lola Thompson                     

May 22nd                                       

Waverly McCarty                             

Gavin Balgaard 

May 23rd 

Tyler Barry                                

May 26th 

Joel Holte 

May 27th 

Alison Rein 

May 28th 

Heidi Balgaard 

May 29th  

Anthony Ohren 

Emily Williams 

Char Hanson                                                                                                  

May 30th  

Corinne Dahlen 

May 31st 

Reid Magnuson 
 

 

If I don’t have  your  

birth date or if  I have it 

listed incorrectly please  

e-mail  or call me -   

peace@prtel.com  /       

747-2273                                           

        Melissa R 

God’s Country  News               

Articles  are DUE by the   

15th  of each MONTH 
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 Grue - MAY 2026- Sunday School at 10:15 

3 10:15 a.m.  

10 10:15 a.m. Last Day of Sunday School 

17  

24  

GRUE  Bible Study:   

   Tuesday, May 19th, 1:30pm  

@ Ashby Living Center   

PEACE Bible Study:                               

Tuesday, May 19th, 9:00am @ PEACE 

Peace Lutheran Sunday School for the remainder of 2026.  

May 10, 9:30-10:30 Theme: Gifts 

 

Please let Carol or Melissa in the church office know if your child(ren) will attend 

on any of these dates so the proper number of supplies can be prepared.  

Any questions contact Carol Koefod.  
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                                                                                                                          4/22/26 
 

The Grue Women’s Bible Study met at the Assisted Living Center on the 21st of April at 1:30 

pm. 

Our lesson was on the Signs of the Times (Mark 13). This study covers Jesus’ final words of 

warning and encouragement to his disciples about two coming events. Our lesson was led by 

Pastor Julie, with Beverly attending, it’s always great having her join us. 

Purpose: to show how fulfilled promises made by Jesus inspire our watchfulness for the great-

est promise of all - the promise that Jesus will come back in glory to receive his own. 

Our next lesson will be lesson 4. Grappling with Radical Evil, (2 Thessalonians 2) on May 19th 

at 1:30 at Assisted Living.  

Purpose: to learn how to stand firm during times when we encounter almost overwhelming evil 

in society. 

Spring is on its way, what a beautiful day we had today, the May flowers are poking their faces 

out to enjoy the sun. 

Remember, kindness never goes out of style. 

God Bless 

Bea Runningen, Sec. 

 

 

 

GRUE WELCA NEWS 
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PEACE WELCA NEWS 
                                                                                                                                                                             4/16/26 

                                                             PEACE WELCA MESSAGE………May 2026 
 
Well, certainly looks like Spring!  Thank you Jesus 

 

Celebrating our Volunteers and blessing upcoming planting and gardening season was fun on Sunday, 4/5. 
Pastor Julie also talked about doubting Thomas and how he gets a bad rap occasionally.  I, too, have many 
doubts but not that Sunday.  I was thrilled at the turnout for Coffee cup Sunday and observing from back of 
room, was equally thrilled and honored by all the volunteers.  It’s a fact the majority in that room give of their 
time and talents not only within church but outside our walls throughout the community.  

                         
 

Thank you to Darcy, Duane, Kevin and Val for helping with Easter services and Darcy’s willingness to read. 

 

Winner of the flannel quilt at Second Chance Thrift in April was Heidi Strommen from Battle Lake.   

 

Quilt for the May drawing is, of course, a Minnesota themed lap quilt with a cozy flannel back in honor of our 
State entering the union on May 11, 1858. 

 

If you are interested in a visit by Pastor Julie, please call the office.   

 

Sister in Christ and WELCA Co President, Janet Novak 

 

P.S. - Did you see announcement for Sunday School services led by Carol Koefod?  We appreciate Carol  

sharing her time and talents! 

 

Please check your contact information in Annual Report and WELCA handbook for accuracy. Call church  

office at 218-747-2273 to provide correct information.   
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2026 

May 30, 2026                                                                                                                 
Virtual, time approx.  9-5 

 
 

The representatives attending the Northwestern MN synod Assembly are … 
Pastor Julie 

from PEACE - need a volunteer,  
and from GRUE - Patty Van Santen & June Bjornson                                                                          

        This year’s theme invites us to reflect on how God’s grace moves through the digital 
spaces we inhabit — from livestream worship to Zoom Bible studies, from Instagram  
prayers to text-message pastoral care.  
 
        Acts 1:8 reminds us that the Spirit sends us outward into every corner of the world,  
including the online and hybrid spaces where our communities increasingly gather, seek 
connection, and encounter hope. As a fully virtual assembly, we will embody the theme by 
gathering across distance, witnessing together to God’s presence in digital ministry.  
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         We would like to update our congregation’s addresses & birthdates so that we will have them  

correct in our church directory and also for the newsletter, please fill out the form,  

and mail it to Peace/Grue Parish at PO Box 157, Ashby MN 56309  

or email to peacegrue@outlook.com or put in the mail slot at the  

Parish Office Manager’s office.  

Also if you would like to not receive this newsletter anymore please let us know, thank you. 

 

 NAME_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

BIRTHDATES ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 PERMANENT OR SUMMER 

 ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 PHONE NUMBERS____________________________________________________________________ 

                                   

                    ____________________________________________________________________________ 

         

 EMAIL ADDRESS  ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

                    ____________________________________________________________________________   

For the People who leave for the winter - please update your winter address, including when you leave and when you return. 

  

WINTER ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

                    ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 DATE YOU LEAVE /RETURN __________________________________________________________ 
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PEACE COUNCIL MINUTES 
4/12/2026 Peace council meeting 

 
Meeting called to order by Pres. Wayne Vorland 
 
Attendees: Wayne Vorland Pres. Dee Holte V.Pres. Tim Cunningham Treas. Brenda Johnson Co-Secretary,  
Jeremy Anderson Co-Secretary, Donna Grover, Council 
Absent: Linda Bahnson Council 
 
Secretary's Report: Dee Holte, motion/ Donna Grover seconded/ C to approve as written 
 
Treasurer's Report: Brenda Johnson motion/ Jeremy Anderson seconded/ C to approve as written 
 
Pastoral Report: reviewed and short discussion in regards to the confirmation format due to scheduling conflicts. 
Pastor Julie will be reaching out to parents for input and then discussing options with the Education Committee. Dee 
Holte motion/ Jeremy Anderson seconded/ C  
 
Team Reports: 
Education Team: items of discussion when they meet; Confirmation and Sunday School schedule/format for the 
following year 
 
Worship Team: none at this time 
 
Property and Management:  
 
Old Business:  
Building Management Update: 
Kronberg Tree Service has been contacted about trimming and/or removal of tree 
Adding solar light for rear parking motion detecting in progress 
Unisex bathroom signs Tim will be completely 
Rear and front doors have been oiled and closing arms will be adjusted 
Electrical updates will be done along with the fellowship hall remodel 
 
New Business: 
2026 NWMN Synod Assembly 5/30, 9-5, virtual, 2 from Grue attending, and Pastor Julie. No one from Peace has 
volunteered. 
Donate $200 to Luther Crest, Dee Holte motion/ Jeremy Anderson seconded/ C 
A letter will be sent to committee members as listed in the 2025 annual report asking if they want to remain on com-
mittees. 
Fireworks donation: free will offering can be given in the Ark, at church services. Council will supplement up to a 
$100 donation. 
No volunteers at this time for the seminar in Moorhead May 7th,  "Navigating the Summer Slump."  
Tim is meeting with a technician from PRTEL to update and relocate the church's router. 
Ideas were discussed and given to a family who would like to give a monetary memorial for their family member.  
The church council and WELCA will be meeting about the remodeling project and building updates that could be 
done in conjunction with the remodeling, example: tv/projector/screen 
Pastor Julie will continue to assist Presbyterian and OSTML parishes in the capacity of helping with funerals, wed-
dings, and etc. 
Church has been reserved on 4/18 and 5/23, by Jackie Anderson. 
Next council meeting will be a Parish Council Meeting in May at Grue 7:00pm.  
 
Meeting adjourned 
Co-Secretary, Brenda Johnson 
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GRUE COUNCIL MINUTES 
Grue Council Meeting: April 12, 2026  

 
Members present: Dar, Char, Melissa, Sonia, and Bob 
 
Members absent: Randy K, June and Gwen  
 
The meeting was called to order by President Sonia Heibel  
 
Secretary’s report was reviewed and approved. M/S/C   
Treasure’s report was reviewed and approved.  M/S/C  
Pastor’s report read. 
 
Old Business:  
-Church cleaning day/week- March 21- highlighted areas on sign-up sheet are completed. 

 
-Outside work that needs to be completed is listed on the sign-up sheet in Narthex. 
 
-Window repair is being checked into. Do we have to replace whole window or just glass? 
 
-Removal & repurposing of old piano, a group of people will get together, roll it out and                 
          dismantle. 
 
New Business:  
-“Navigating the Summer Slump” Seminar in Moorhead Thursday, May 7 - Synod is offering 
this seminar focused on practical ways to stay connected and sustain giving throughout summer 
months.  For pastors, treasurers and congregational teams. Cost $20 for one person, $40 for two 
or more.  
    Church will pay fee for anyone interested in going. M/S/C. 
 
-Discussion of headset for Pastor – tabled for a month. 
Wearing of microphone on stole works well. New headset would cost about $595. 
Checking into if new microphone will work with our existing receiver? 
 
Next meeting will be a Parish meeting on May 13th @ 7 pm at Grue  
 
M/S/C to adjourn the meeting    
 
Submitted by Melissa Runningen for Council Secretary  
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God’s People in Service                                May 2026 

Peace † Grue Lutheran 

GRUE 
Early Service 

9am  
SS 9:30am 

May 3 
White 

Holy Communion 

May 10 
White 

Mother’s Day 

May 17 
White 

  

May 24 
Red 

May 31 
White 

Janitors/Ushers Bob & Betty Torgrimson and Harold & MaBeth Jensen 

Reader  Ushers  Ushers  Ushers Ushers Ushers 

Music Denise Juven Cindy Vorland Contemporary Denise Juven Denise Juven 

PEACE  
Late Service 
10:45 a.m. 

May 3 
White 

Holy Communion 
  

May 10 
White 

Mother’s Day 
Coffee Cup 

May 17 
White 

  

May 24 
Red 

May 31 
White 

Music Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt Contemporary Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt 

Ushers 
Terry & Teresa 

Ohren 
………………       

Readers Marie Hoffman Jody Dahlen Dee Holte Justin Anderson Justin Anderson 

Psalms Reader           

Acolytes 
Sunny Johnson 
Lola Thompson 

……………… 
Darian Holte 

Gavin  
Balgaard 

 Ushers   Ushers 

Communion 
Helper 

(set up, serve, 
clean) 

  ……………… ……………… ……………… ……………… 

  
Cookie Servers 

Teresa Ohren 
Melissa & AJ 

Olson 
Teresa Ohren 

Teresa  
Magnuson 

Kim Anderson 

Serving Team Peace Lutheran Month of May 2026 

Chairpersons: Terry & Teresa Ohren 

*Ushers are reminded to pick up bulletins and trash and replace hymnals in racks prior to leaving the 
sanctuary. 

Please remember to write down the attendance for each Sunday. 

 
MAKE SURE THE LIGHTS ARE TURNED OFF AND ALL 

DOORS ARE LOCKED! 
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Peace † Grue Lutheran Parish – MAY  2026 
PARISH OFFICE - 218-747-2273, Cell# 218-770-8457               Email peacegrue@outlook.com 

306 Larson Avenue, Box 157, Ashby, MN 56309              Church website: www.peacegrue.org 

Pastor Julie Calrson, 320-491-2304                           Email: pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com 

Grue 9:00 am, Peace 10:45 am                      Office hours M-TH 9-2, closed on Fridays 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Worship time changes 

May - Aug. 
 Grue 9:00, Peace 10:45 

1 
Pastor’s 
Sabbath 

2 
Orland  

Norenberg’s 
90th birthday, 
Ashby Legion  

1-4 pm 

3 
Grue Service 9am,  
SS 10:15am 
Peace Service 10:45am, 
 
Worship committee 
meeting after services 

4 5 
  
  

6 
  
  
Confirmation 

7 
  
  
  

8 
  
Pastor’s 
Sabbath 

9 
  
  

10     Mother’s Day 
 

Grue Service 9am, 
SS 10:15am, last day 
 
Peace Service 10:45am, 
Alice Hanson Baptism 
at Peace 
SS 9:30-10:30am, 
Theme: Gifts 
 

11 12 
  
  
  

13  
PARISH  

council meeting 
7:00pm at 

GRUE 
 
 

14 
  

15 
  
Pastor’s 
Sabbath 
  

16 
  

17  
Grue Service 9am 
Peace Service 10:45am 
  
Vernie Alvstad funeral 
at Peace 
1:00 visitation, 2:00 
funeral 

18 19       
Peace Bible 

study 
9:30 am. 

  
Grue Bible 

study 
1:30 pm. 

20 
  
Baccalaureate 
7pm at Ashby 
High School 

21 
  
  

22 
  
  
  
  
Pastor’s 
Sabbath 

23 
Church  
reserved for 
Lukas  
Anderson’s 
Grad party 
  

24 
Grue Service 9am 
Peace Service 10:45am 
  
Ashby Graduation -2:00 
  
 
 

31 Grue Service 9am 
       Peace Service       
         10:45am 

 
 Curt Johanson Benefit 

11 am - 2 pm 
May 31st, 2026 @ Dalton 

Community Center 

25 
  Memorial 

  Day 
  

-church 
office 
closed 

26 
  
  
  

27 28 29 
  
  
  
Pastor’s 
Sabbath 
  

30 
  
NWMN Synod 
Assembly  
  - Virtual 
9-5 approx. 

mailto:peacegrue@outlook.com
https://d.docs.live.net/2010NWSLTR/www.peacegrue.org
mailto:pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com
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Peace †Grue Lutheran Parish 

Of the ELCA 

Office 218-747-2273, Office Hours M-Th 9-2 

Office Manager-Melissa Runningen 

E-mail peacegrue@outlook.com, website www.peacegrue.org 

  Pastor Julie Calrson 320-491-2304   Email: pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com 

Pastor in office M, T, &Th 9:30-12:30, Wed 12-5 or by appointment 

God’s Country News 

Peace-Grue Lutheran Parish  

306 Larson Ave  

PO Box 157 

Ashby MN 56309 
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