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PEACE "l' GRUE LUTHERAN PARISH

OF THE ELCA

Office 218-747-2273, Office Hours M-Th 9-2
Office Manager-Melissa Runningen
E-mail peacegrue@outlook.com, website www.peacegrue.org
Pastor Julie Calrson 320-491-2304
Email: pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com
Pastor in office M, T, &Th 9:30-12:30,
Wed 12-5 or by appointment
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P 118 A Word from Pastor Julie:

ST ; ‘( 2S~jo 5 Growing in Love and Service Together September 2026
O o

“The dog is the most faithful of animals and would be much esteemed were it not so common. Our Lord God has made His
greatest gifts the commonest.” Martin Luther

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ of Peace and Grue Parish,

Blessings to you as we continue our journey together as brothers and sisters in Christ. As, we just came through the “dog days of
summer” technically, the 40 day period between July 3 and August 11. Just so you know, this period isn’t named “dog days”
because it’s typically the hottest days of the year and our poor pooches are suffering in the heat. It received the name “dog days”
because astrologers determined it was the period where Sirius, the dog star, is the brightest star in the sky. I also have canines on
the cranium because Monty and I are watching our neighbors’ dogs this week while they move their daughter to Nevada. Since
we have temporary custody of Sarge, a yellow lab and Gracie, an English Setter for the week, we’re reminded of the joy and
occasional challenge (if only Gracie would not try to jump through our picture window when she sees a squirrel!) that dogs give
us. I have said repeatedly that there is a reason d-o-g is G-0-d spelled backwards, because there isn’t a better example for us of
unconditional love than these beloved creatures. But our furry canine friends weren’t highly thought of, trust me, our ancestors
from the Bible would be absolutely befuddled by the fact that in the US alone we spend over $158 billion dollars annually on our
pets. In the Bible, the term dog is generally used as a derogatory term for your enemy or some other type of insult. Scripture
does not paint our furry friends in a favorable light. However, the public image of the pooch has clearly transformed over the
centuries. Martin Luther was a well-known dog-lover as you can see by the quote I cited above. He referenced his beloved dog
Tolpel (German for klutz or blockhead) often. His appreciation for nature and beasts was an extension of his recognition of
God’s wonderful creation, and how even the most insignificant things hold value in the eyes of God. Luther observed and used
Tolpel (who he also called by his nickname “Clownie”) as an example for we humans to conduct ourselves in the way Jesus asks
us to.

Some of Luther’s other quotes regarding his dog are these comforting and reassuring words in response to whether dogs and other
creatures go to heaven. (Though keep in mind none of us knows what heaven is like, only that it surpasses anything in our
wildest imaginations, even Luther’s!):

“Be thou comforted, little dog; thou too in Resurrection shall have a little golden tail.”

Asked about the restoration of all things and whether there would be dogs and other animals in that kingdom, he said: “Certainly
there will be, for Peter calls that day the time of the restitution of all things. Then, as is clearly said elsewhere, he will create a
new heaven and a new earth. He will also create new Clownies with skin of gold and hair of pearls. There and then God will be
all in all. No animal will eat any other. Snakes and toads and other beasts which are poisonous on account of original sin will then
be not only innocuous but even pleasing and nice to play with. Why is it that we cannot believe that all things will happen as the
Bible says, even in this article of the resurrection? Original sin is at fault.”

"Oh, if I could only pray the way this dog watches the meat! All his thoughts are concentrated on the piece of meat. Otherwise he
has no thought, wish, or hope."

There is so much we can learn by observing God’s creation and behaviors of other species that God puts in our midst. Perhaps
our goal as Christians and a Christian community should be to take some cues from our pooches, to not simply pray with focus
and attentiveness, but to pay attention to the needs of our neighbors and all creations so we might pray and steward to all in our
midst. To love unconditionally in the same way our pets do, and to be assured of the promise of the Resurrection through
Christ’s death and resurrection in the same way Luther so confidently assures his beloved Clownie.

Monty and I continue to pray for all of you, hoping that you are enjoying the close of summer and noticing appreciating all of
wonderful aspects of creation God gave us to enjoy (including dogs!) May we all follow our pups lead in humbling ourselves in
loving up creation and one another in the way Jesus asks us to. May your spiritual tails wag knowing that you are God’s beloved
child, so beloved you are given the gift greater than anything that comes in a box from Chewy or anywhere else, the gift of
eternal life through Christ.

God’s peace to you and all you hold dear, Pastor Julie

“So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God
abides in them.” I John 4:16
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Readings for the Month of September

Sept. 6, 2026

First Reading
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm

Psalm 119:33-40
Second Reading
Romans 13:8-14
Gospel

Matthew 18:15-20

Sept. 13, 2026

First Reading
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm

Psalm 103: [1-7] 8-13

Sept. 20, 2026

First Reading
Jonah 3:10—4:11
Psalm

Psalm 145:1-8

Second Reading
Romans 14:1-12
Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35

Second Reading
Philippians 1:21-30

Gospel
Matthew 20:1-16

Sept. 27, 2026

First Reading
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm

Psalm 25:1-9

Second Reading
Philippians 2:1-13
Gospel

Matthew 21:23-32

September 2026
Peace Church service
9:00 am Worship
6 th - TBA
13 th - Coffee Cup Sunday
20 th - TBA
27th - TBA

I am looking forward to Confirmation Class and learning together with our Peace Confirmation Students. We
will have an introductory meeting on Wednesday, September 16™ at 6:00 pm at Peace. Our first class will be
Wednesday, September 23rd from 5:30-6:30. As in past years there will be a meal provided.

This year, we will be studying Scripture, primarily watching Bible Project videos and reading graphic novels of
the four gospels among other learning methods. We will continue our practice of periodically sharing a

meal with the residents at the Ashby Living Center, as well as join First Presbyterian Confirmation Students for
service projects throughout the year. One change we have made this year is regarding sign up for students to
acolyte and read Psalms. The Worship Committee is introducing a new approach for scheduling Worship
Assistants at Peace by inviting families rather than individuals to serve a particular Sunday. (Keep in mind
"family" is a broad concept that allows many interpretations: nuclear families, extended families, etc. If you're
short biological family members, you can "adopt" others to serve alongside you on your assigned Sunday.) We
will be adopting that same approach with Confirmation students, so if a student signs up to acolyte and read a
particular Sunday, we ask that family also participates as worship assistants helping with ushering, etc.

If anyone has any questions regarding Confirmation, please contact Pastor Julie.
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September 1*
Richard Clemenson

September 2™
Vikki Adams
Julie Van Santen

September 3™
Tom Olson

September 4"
Mary Jo Beck

September 5%
Jonas Johnson

September 6%
Peggy Adams
Kristin Spangler
September 7%
Lukas Anderson
Angie Kamrath

September 8™
Jeff Driggins

September 9%
Stephan Goerdt
Laurie Melberg
September 10™
Sydney Kamrath

September Birthdays

September 11
Derreck Hanson
September 13
Kalista Aamot
Mikayla Dahlen
Tammy Koefod
Karen Nelson
September 14
Cody Domek
September 15%
Hayley Domek (Barry)
Norma Clemenson
Sandy Cunningham

Everleigh Driggins
September 16th
Caitlin Drever (Dahlen)
September 17th
Leslie Anderson
September 18
Chelsy Moe (Ness)
September 19%

Kyra Aamot

Elli Jo Hanson (Johnsrud)

Molly Sorenson

F—————
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September 20t
Aaron Olson
Jamie Sorenson
Tonya Stierlen
September 21*
Troy Langlie
September 22"
Jenna Nelson
September 23"
Payton Glasby
September 24
Patt Lystrom
Hudson Barry
September 25%
Randi Hockert
Jordan Lillemon
September 26™
Weston Domek

Josey Koefod (Ness)

September 27
Lyndee Evavold
September 28™

Chase Kamrath
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If I don t have your birth date
or if I have it listed incorrectly,
please e-mail me at
peacegrue(@outlook.com

or call me - 747-2273

* Peace Bible Study:

Grue Bible Study:

ATTENTION SUNDAY SCHOOL

YOUTH AND PARENTS

GRUE STARTS SEPTEMBER 13TH
PEACE STARTS OCTOBER 4TH

Melissa R

Tuesday, September 15th,
9:30 am at Peace.

Tuesday, September 15th,
1:30 pm. at Grue



Peace Sunday School Schedule Oct-Dec 2026
Services 9:00 am

October 4th No SS, not enough students registered
October 11th No SS
October 18th No SS
October 25th No SS
November 1st No SS
November 8th | No SS
November 15th | No SS
November 22nd | No SS
November 29th | No SS
December 6th No SS
December 13th | No SS

Grue Sunday School Schedule Sept - Dec 2026
Services 10:45 am / Sunday School 9:30 am

September 13th | Sunday School Kick off.
September 20th | SS @ 9:30
September 27th | SS @ 9:30
October 4th SS @ 9:30
October 11th SS @ 9:30
October 18th SS @ 9:30

October 25th SS @ 9:30 Reformation Sunday
November st SS @ 9:30
November 8th SS @ 9:30
November 15th | SS @ 9:30
November 22nd | SS @ 9:30
November 29th | SS @ 9:30
December 6th SS @ 9:30
December 13th | SS @ 9:30

December 20th

Christmas Program, Potluck - 5:00, Program - 6:00 pm




GRUE WELCA NEWS Womérn ELCA ===

On Aug. 18, 2026, the Grue Bible Study met at Grue church at 1:30.

Our lesson was lesson 6. The Future of the Human Person (1 Corinthians 15:12-28, 35-44,

58.)
Purpose for lesson 6: To show how to promise of resurrection with Christ makes life in our
present bodies meaningful and important.

A short meeting was held to discuss sponsoring a Morning Watch segment.

Grue has been invited to the Dalton Christmas Fest Craft/Vendor sale again this year. We
encourage others to join in. More information to come.

* Happy Crafting *
Praying all are well and to see you again soon.

Love one another . . . God bless
Bea Runningen, Sec.

Upcoming Events

Grue has been invited to participate in the Dalton Christmas
Fest Craft/vendor sale in Dalton on Dec 12" again this year.
Anyone who would like to contribute with items, foods, crafts,
Christmas goodies to be sold at the booth, or to help at the
booth contact Bea or Melissa for details.

Start brainstorming, baking and/or crafting




PEACE WELCA NEWS VWomeériELCA ===

PEACE WELCA MESSAGE......... September 2026

Sunday, September 6™, our service starts at 9am with communion. Please join us in community room after for
coffee and cake. We will celebrate and thank all teachers, coaches, and faith partners i.e. anyone that has ever
worked with our church and community youth.

Thank you to Carol, Craig Koefod and family for taking lead in providing ushers, communion helpers, readers and
coffee along with treats during month of August. For September, Brenda and Wayne Risbrudt will be responsible.
If you are available to assist on any September Sunday, please surprise them and let them know.

I want to publicly thank our sister church, Grue, for hosting two events this past week. We celebrated the life of
Bev Runningen on August 13™. Their beautiful little church was filled to capacity with overflow. The service was
lovely with many memories shared and an old-fashioned lunch. Guests sitting next to me at lunch commented on
both service and great food. Like so many, their church caters only.

Our parish picnic was August 16" on a picture perfect weather day and Grue hosted as well. Gwen and Greg
Lillemoen along with family presented their second grandchild for Holy Baptism. Pastor Julie’s ending blessing was
“You are wonderfully and uniquely made, you are a beloved child of God, and Jesus loves you!” Thank you to all.

You may have heard through grapevine this will be last year for Val Fick and myself co-leading WELCA. 1t is true.
Val has been president of WELCA for 22 out of 28 years and we have co-led for 3 or 4. It has been my pleasure to
serve alongside Val. She will continue as funeral coordinator and be responsible for December’s serving team.

DRUM ROLL PLEASE....... Carol Koefod and Jody Dahlen have agreed to lead WELCA officially in 2027.
Actually, they are already taking lead on a few things like WELCA’s Christmas Mart. It is going to be very
different and fun. I am very grateful for this energetic, smart and creative duo.

Norma Clemenson was the winner of the quilt at Second Chance Thrift Store. Quilt for September is sunflowers.
If you are interested in a visit by Pastor Julie, please call the office.

It has been my pleasure and honor to serve.

Sister in Christ and WELCA Co President, Janet Novak

P.S. Did you see announcement for Sunday School services led by Carol Koefod? We appreciate Carol sharing her
time and talents!

Please check your contact information in Annual Report and WELCA handbook for accuracy. Call church office at
218-747-2273 to provide correct information.




GRUE Council Minutes

Grue Council Meeting August 12, 2026
Members Present: Bob, June, Melissa, Sonia & Gwen
Absent: Char & Randy K
The meeting was called to order by President Sonia Heibel.
Secretary’s report was reviewed and approved. M/S/C
Treasure’s report was reviewed and approved. M/S/C
OLD BUSINESS:

*The window in the entry has been repaired. There is a screen missing that needs repairs also. This will be
checked into.

NEW BUSINESS:
*The copy machine in the basement has been having issues. Sonia will make sure it is working.

*Bob will contact Hal from the cemetery board to possibly spray the vines and brush around the church
grounds and buildings yearly.

The next meeting will be September 6 @10:00.
MS/C to adjourn the meeting.

Gwen Lillemon, council secretary




PEACE Council Minutes

Peace Council meeting August 12, 2026

Meeting called to order by V. Pres. Dee Holte

Opening Prayer was done by Pastor Julie before the Parish Meeting

Attendees: V. Pres. Dee Holte, Co. Sec. Brenda Johnson. Co. Sec. Jeremy Anderson, Treas. Tim
Cunningham, Council Wayne Vorland, Council Donna Grover, Council Linda Bahnson

Secretary's Report: M/Jeremy Anderson, S/Donna Grover, C/ to approve as written
Treasurer's Report: M/Wayne Vorland, S/Jeremy Anderson, C/ to approve as written
Pastor's Report: M/Jeremy Anderson, S/Donna Grover. C/to approve as written see attached

Team Reports:

Education Team: A flyer has been sent out to church families with SS aged children. SS will be
called "A Walk with Jesus," and the beginning date is 10/4/26. The meals served at VBS were a
success. Over 60 children attended. Those from Peace who helped with meals were; Louise Lang,
Lynn Jensen, and Donna Grover.

Worship Team: Please see attached

Property and Management:
Please read in old business

Old Business:

All supplies have been purchased for ceiling repairs and Sam Quernmoen has been contacted to
begin. Driggins Electric will be updating the electrical concerns inside and outside the church, after
they do a walk through with Dee Holte. They have been in contact and will be finding a time to do
this.

The old piano has been posted on FB.

Peace church will no longer have a wheelchair available due to liability reasons.

New Business:

Tim Cunningham is working on the Energy Audit, which is free for our church. One task, OTP
requests is that Peace provides them with a floor plan of the church. Tim asks if any one has a current
floor plan, please contact him. If not he would appreciate some assistance in the drawing of a plan.

The next Peace Council meeting will be church on 9/13/26, after church services.
Motion to adjourn /Donna Grover to adjourn, S/ Jeremy Anderson, C/
Respectfully Submitted Co. Sec.

Brenda Johnson




PARISH Council Minutes

Parish Council Meeting-August 12,2026
The meeting was called to order by Parish President Sonia Heibel.
Devotions were led by Pastor Julie.
Secretary’s report was reviewed.
Treasure’s report was reviewed. M/S/C to accept
Pastor’s report was reviewed.
OLD BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS:

*Pastor Julie has been in discussion with Pastor Ben from Eagle Lake church regarding the Pet Blessing Event. It will be
held at Faith Haven on October 3". More details to come.

*It has been suggested that we try to have one of the Parish’s services be aired online. In the past there was not a lot of
interest in this and was decided to look into other options. Possibly a podcast. Pastor Julie will get more info on this.

* The Peace worship committee presented the idea of moving our summer service times to 8:30 and 10:00, instead of
9:00 and 10:45. It was agreed to try this May-August of 2027. The times will be rotated yearly as it has been done
before. M/S/C to accept.

*Parish Council approved adopting the following amendment to the Parish Funeral Policy to ensure compliance with
current guidelines:

Relationship with prior congregation(s) or ministry: Rostered ministers who have resigned or retired from or otherwise
no longer officially serve a congregation or other ministry shall honor the integrity of the congregation or ministry. They
shall respect and honor the current rostered minister(s) and mission of the congregation or ministry they no longer are
called to serve.18 They shall decline invitations from members to perform pastoral acts and refrain from asking
members to directly or indirectly seek permission to perform such acts from the currently serving rostered minister. They
shall not participate or interfere, whether personally or through a proxy, in the life of the congregation or ministry in any
way, unless invited to participate by the current rostered minister(s) in conjunction with the congregation council or
governing board. Such interference constitutes conduct incompatible with the character of the ministerial office or
retirement status.

The current, called pastor of Peace-Grue Parish will officiate at each funeral/memorial service held at either

church. Pastoral ethics and guidelines preclude the participation of former pastors of Peace-Grue in the service. Should
the family request the participation of former clergy, they may request that the current pastor extend an invitation to read
scripture or share memories.

*There was discussion on planning a multi-generational mission trip to Alaska in 2028. It would include service
projects, worship services and misc. other activities. Pastor Julie will get more information on this so we can begin
fundraising.

Next Parish meeting will be November 11" @ Grue-7 PM
M/S/C to adjourn the meeting.

Gwen Lillemon, Parish Secretary




Worship Committee

Worship Committee Minutes Aug. 2, 2026 After 10:45 Services

Members Present: Pastor Julie, Brenda R. Candy C. Cindy V. Carol K.
Members Absent: Teresa O.

Old Business:
.Create/Review Committee List of Yearly/Seasonal Responsibilities
Completed and will be put on file with Melissa.

II.  Recap of Summer Services, discuss any changes for next year
Recommendation will be made to the Parish Council to move time of 2027 summer services to
8:30am and 10:00am

1.

IV.  Remodel: WELCA has moved the dining room remodel project to April 1, 2027.
Candy is looking into updating speakers in the fellowship room to connect with sound system. It was
also recommended that we look into sound absorbing panels for future services and programs taking
place in the fellowship space.

New Business:

.Sept. Services
A. Blessing of the Backpacks Schedule for Aug. 30
A. Confirmation begins Sept. 16.

II.  Oct. Services
A. Confirmation Sunday October 25 Praise Band will be asked to sing for confirmation.
B. Possible Pet Blessing Service at Faith Haven with Eagle Lake Luth Sat. Oct 3
Watch for more information regarding Pet Blessing from Pastor Julie.

III.  Nov. Services
A. All Saints Sunday/ Blessing of the Blaze Nov. 1
B. Possibly do a less formal Blessing of the Harvest Service Nov 29?
Blessing of the Harvest Nov. 29
C. Decorating for Christmas Nov 29 after services. All are invited to assist.

IV.  Acolytes
a. With smaller student numbers how should we proceed with “assigned” Sundays for acolytes? Students
and parents will be asked to sign up for readings and acolyting at the family confirmation meeting. Y ounger
students and families will be added into the schedule after Confirmands are scheduled.

Respectfully Submitted by Carol Koefod

Next Meeting: Tuesday Nov. 3, 2026 At Gather & Give 9:00am




Morning Watch

Many of you know of and listen to the Morning Watch Devotions on KBRF Radio (AM 1250) which
run at 8:45-9:00 am Monday-Friday. Pastor Julie, along with several other area pastors take part in this
local ministry. The show is supported by churches, organizations such as WELCA as well as
individuals who sponsor segments in honor of loved ones. The cost to sponsor a segment is $29. If
you, your family or group you belong to would be interested in sponsoring a segment, please contact
the coordinator, Kelly Peasley kellyp@bethlehemff.org, phone 218-736-5614. Kelly manages the
schedule so if you have a particular date you would like to honor someone, she will set that up. Checks
can be made payable to Morning Watch and dropped off at Bethlehem in Fergus, or mailed to Morning
Watch, 102 West Junius Ave, Fergus Falls, MN 56537.

North to Alaska in 2028.....Just Maybe!!!!

Parish Council has given Pastor Julie their blessing to explore the possibility of coordinating a multi-
generational mission trip to Alaska for summer of 2028. While the planning is very much in its
infancy, Pastor Julie has been in contact with a few of her seminary friends who are serving in the
Alaska Synod and they are very excited about the possibility of partnering with us! Obviously, this is a
pretty ambitious undertaking and will require some significant fundraising, which is why we feel 2028
is a great target date. Pastor Julie is in the process of creating a small task force to begin planning and
coordinating, if you are interested in being part of the task force, please call or text Pastor Julie at 320-
491-2304. Stay tuned, more details will be provided as things come together.


mailto:kellyp@bethlehemff.org

We would like to update our congregation’s addresses so that we will have them
correct in our church directory and also for the newsletter, please fill out the form,
and mail it to Peace/Grue Parish at PO Box 157, Ashby MN 56309
or email to peacegrue@outlook.com or put in the mail slot in the
Parish Office Manager’s office door.

(only fill out if you have any recent changes)

NAME

PERMANENT OR SUMMER ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBERS

EMAIL ADDRESS

For the People who leave for the winter - please update your addresses,

when you leave and when you return.
WINTER ADDRESS

DATE YOU LEAVE /RETURN




God’s People in Service
September 2026

Peace T Grue Lutheran Parish

GRUE September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27
10:45 a.m. Green Green Green Green
Worship Holy Communion SS Kick-off at 9:30
Janitors/Ushers | Ed & Sandy Odens and Patty Van Santen & Cory Van Santen
Reader ushers ushers ushers ushers
Music Denise Juven Betty Torgrimson Denise Juven Denise Juven
PEACE September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27
9:00 a.m. Green Green Green Green
Worship Holy Communion Coffee Cup Sunday
Music Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt
Ushers Wayne Risbrudt Wayne Risbrudt Wayne Risbrudt Wayne Risbrudt
Readers Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt Brenda Risbrudt
Acolytes eeecccccccccccccce
Communion Wayne&Brenda 00000 OOGOOIOOIOOOIOIODS 000000 OOOOIOOIOOOIOIODS 0000000000000
Helper Risbrudt
(set up, serve,
clean)
Wayne & Brenda Wayne & Brenda Wayne & Brenda Wayne & Brenda
Cookie Servers Risbrudt Risbrudt Risbrudt Risbrudt

Serving Team Peace Lutheran Month of September 2026
Chairpersons: Wayne & Brenda Risbrudt
*Ushers are reminded to pick up bulletins and trash and replace hymnals in racks prior to leaving the

sanctuary.

MAKE SURE THE LIGHTS ARE TURNED OFF AND ALL DOORS

ARE LOCKED!




Peace T Grue Lutheran Parish - SEPTEMBER 2026

PARISH OFFICE 218-747-2273, Cell# 218-770-8457 Email peacegrue@outlook.com

306 Larson Avenue, Box 157, Ashby, MN 56309 Church website: www.peacegrue.org
Pastor Julie Calrson, 320-491-2304 Email: pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com
Grue 9:00 am, Peace 10:45 am Office hours M-TH 9-2, closed on Fridays
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 PQ |3 4 5
WORSHIP TIMES:
PEACE service 9:00am
GRUE service 10:45am
Pastor’s
Sabbath
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
PEACE service Labor AL Bible study
9:00am Day 2:00
GRUE service
10:45am
Grue council meeting | -church
—10:00 office
closed
Pastor’s
Sabbath
13 14 15 16 PQ | 17 18 19
PEACE service Peace Bible
9:00am study AL Bible study
PEACE council 9:00 am. 2:00
meeting after church
Grue Bible study Confirmation
GRUE service 1:30 pm. introductory
10:45am meeting on
Grue Sunday school Wednesday,
kick off-9:30 September 16" at
6:00 pm at Peace
Pastor’s
Sabbath
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
PEACE service
9:00am Confirmation
GRUE service 5:30 pm -6:30 pm
10:45am Pastor’s
SS 9:30 am Sabbath
27 28 29 30
PQ-Peace Quilting, 9:00,
PEACE service 1t and 3 Wednesday
9:00am Confirmation
GRUE service 5:30 pm -6:30 pm | AL Bible Study 2:00, 2" & 3" Wednesdays
10:45am at the Ashby Assisted Living
SS 9:30 am
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