R

Peace T Grue i
5 ¢

God’s Country News Yo 1>

TO BECOME THE
VOICE AND HANDS
OF JESUS

An ELCA Parish

NOVEMBER 2026

Inside this issue:

A Word from Pastor Julie 2
Nov. readings & Acolytes 3
Nov. Birthdays & Bible study 4
Peace & Grue Sunday school 5
GRUE WELCA news 6
PEACE WELCA news 7
GRUE COUNCIL News 8
PEACE COUNCIL News 9
Peace Lutheran Christmas Market 10
Address Update Form 11
Alaska Mission Update 12
Peace WELCA Thank You 13
Serving Calendar 14
Church Calendar 15

GRUE FREE HARVEST MEAL

EVERYONE WELCOME!
COME SHARE A MEAL WITH US!

Saturday, November 21, 2026
11 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
@
Grue Lutheran Church
36608 Grue Church Lane
Battle Lake MN 56515

, mashed potatoes & gravy, stuffing,
sh, corn, rolls, beverage & dessert.

14

" Christmas Photos taken
upstairs while you wait.

Also, children’s
vity & craft table

SUNDAY

All Saints Sunday at both Grue and Peace, November 1, 2026

At each congregation we will remember those from our fellowship who
have died in the past year, and those new saints received in baptism.
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"It was the best of times. It was the worst of times.” Charles Dickens, “A Tale of Two Cities”
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ of Peace and Grue Parish,

Blessings to you as we enter into the season of Thanksgiving, a time to give thanks, and the beginning of
“Hallmark Holiday Movie Season”. You know the ones, where the leading couple gets together, frequently
upsetting or annoying one another in their meet-cute moment, work through some near-disasters until they
resolve their differences and kiss for the first time exactly two minutes before the closing credits. I think part
of the appeal to these stories is that the characters’ path of true love does not run smoothly, they experience
bad times as well as good, just like in real life. Similar to the writings of the above mentioned Dickens, as
well as Jane Austen and others. The protagonists in their novels do indeed experience the best of times and
the worst of times. Just like real life and in these literary masterpieces, we see the resiliency that develops
due to experiencing the not-so-good times.

This Hallmark Movie lesson is something that I think we could apply to our perspective on church. When
thinking of our congregations, at times there’s a tendency to gloss over the bad times and focus only on the
good times. It’s fine to reminisce about the past, but you can also get stuck on it. The other end of the spec-
trum isn’t particularly healthy either, the idea that you knock your church down to its spiritual studs to begin
something new thinking that is the solution to lagging attendance or whatever the objective is. There are
countless stories of congregations falling into “if/then” thinking like “If we start a contemporary service peo-
ple will come.” Much more often than not, if it works, it’s typically short-term, or results in church straying
from what it’s supposed to be about, communal ministry, into another form of entertainment. The reality is
that church is about honest, authentic relationship and ministry, not programs.

In a reality of declining attendance and participation, it’s discouraging, but remember that God is a long term
planner and often asks us to be patient and resilient. Historically there have always been ups and downs in
the church, but guided by the Spirit, we’re equipped for resiliency to get us through. I’'m reminded of an
Emory University study in which professor Marshall Duke, identified the importance family stories play in
resiliency. He identified three types of common family narratives: Ascending, in which “everything AL-
WAYS gets better”’; Descending in which “everything ALWAYS gets worse”’; and the third, and healthiest,
Oscillating narratives offer this perspective, “we’ve had our ups and downs, but we’ve always pulled togeth-
er and gotten through things”. An Oscillating narrative candidly acknowledges successes and strength, ob-
stacles and hardships with the affirming theme that despite these fluctuations, we got through it and learned
some things along the way. Think about that when you share and reflect on the story of Peace & Grue.

As we navigate challenging times, inside and out of the church, my prayer for this Thanksgiving is that as we
practice an oscillating narrative within our community of Peace and Grue in good times and bad, historical
and present day. May our shared, authentic experience reinforce our resiliency as individuals, as families, as
congregations, as a parish, and as members of the universal Kingdom of God, giving thanks for the grace
found at the foot of the cross that offers us resilient hope eternally.

God’s peace to you and all you hold dear, Pastor Julie
“Take a good look at God’s work. Who could simplify and reduce Creation’s curves and angles to a plain

straight line? On a good day, enjoy yourself; On a bad day, examine your conscience. God arranges both
kinds of days so that we won’t take anything for granted.” Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 (The Message)


http://www.faithclipart.com/image/decorative-black-cross.html

Reading’s for November

Nov. 1, 2026

All Saints Sunday
First Reading
Revelation 7:9-17
Psalm

Psalm 34:1-10, 22
Second Reading
1John 3:1-3

Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12

Nov. 8, 2026

First Reading

Amos 5:18-24

Psalm

Psalm 70

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Gospel
Matthew 25:1-13

Nov. 15, 2026

First Reading
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm

Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12
Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Gospel
Matthew 25:14-30

Nov. 22, 2026

First Reading

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm

Psalm 95:1-7a

Second Reading
Ephesians 1:15-23

Gospel
Matthew 25:31-46

Nov. 29, 2026
First Reading
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Second Reading

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Gospel
Mark 13:24-37

Peace Church
Acolyte Schedule November 2026

11-1 Darian Holte & Bentley Olson
11-8 Coffee Cup Sunday
11-15 Lola Thompson & Sunday Johnson
11-22 Gavin Balgaard & Jaxon Hanson
11-24 Thanksgiving service @

First Presbyterian
11-29 Isaiah Anderson & Kaydee Anderson

**Watch for order
forms in
December,
for purchasing
poinsettias.




NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

November 1
Tonya Nelson
November 2%
Brandy Swinford
(Christensen)

Val Fick

Milo Fisher
November 4%
Craig Grover
Evan Rossum
November 7%
Christina Peterson
Dustin Peterson
November 8%
Darion Holte
Suzanne Wing
November 9%
Tammy Bestul
Jack Langlie
Brenda Risbrudt
Andrew Risbrudt
November 11%
Richard Johnson
November 122
Tarryn Hill
November 132
Tom Ohren
Michael Glasby
November 15%
Andrea Ness
November 17%
Les Evavold

Marc Runningen

November 18th
Sam Balgaard
Daniel Hoff
Pat Rohloff
November 19th
Tyson Langlie
Sam Sorenson
Brian Barry
November 20th
Sam Graham
Brandon Sethre
November 21st
Ruth Benson
November 23rd
Sonia Heibel
November 24th
Tanner Peterson
November 26th
Heather Rossum
November 27th
Missy Evavold
Calum Langlie
Hunter Fick
November 28th
Karen Jordan
November 29th
Allison Balgaard
Joyce Lacey
Vonnie Evavold
November 30th
Melissa Runningen

If I don’t have your
birth date or if I have it
listed incorrectly please
e-mail or call me -
747-2273 /
peace@prtel.com
Melissa R.
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Peace Bible Study meet:
Tuesday, November 17th , 9:00am
@ Peace.

GRUE Bible Study meet:
Tuesday, November 17th,
1:30 @ Grue




Peace Sunday School Schedule Nov-Dec 2026

tttttttttt
Services 9:00 am / Sunday School 10:15 am

November 1st SS @ 10:15

November 8th SS @ 10:15

November 15th SS @ 10:15

November 22nd SS @ 10:15

November 29th No SS

December 6th SS @ 10:15

December 13th SS @ 10:15

December 20th Christmas Program during service

Grue Sunday School Schedule Nov - Dec 2026
Services 10:45 am / Sunday School 9:30 am

November 1st SS @ 9:30
November 8th SS @ 9:30
November 15th SS @ 9:30
November 22nd SS @ 9:30
November 29th SS @ 9:30
December 6th SS @ 9:30
December 13th SS @ 9:30
December 20th Christmas Program, Potluck - 5:00, Program - 6:00 pm




GRUE WELCA NEWS WoménELCA=2= °

October 20, 2026
The Grue Bible Study met Oct 20th at Grue church at 1:30.

Our lesson was lesson 9. Waiting with Hope, (Matthew 25:1-13, 31-46).

Purpose: to show how the Christian hope inspires a willingness to plan for a long-term future and to live
constructively until the Lord comes.

Ask God to fill your heart with love for the least, the last and the lost.
Our next lesson is Lesson 10. Speeding the End, (2 Peter 3) at Grue church on Nov. 17th at 1:30.

It was a beautiful day, warm sunshine and a little bit of fall shining thru as you looked over the country-
side.

Starting Nov. 1st our Welca group will be offering an opportunity to give a free will offering to purchase
an angel off our Living Tree. The proceeds will go the Cancer Treatment Center in Fergus Falls for the
patients & the workers who are helping with the treatments to show & appreciate what they do for
others.

Enjoy each and every day that is given us.

We enjoyed our coffee and treats as we were reminded of the upcoming sale in December at Dalton, get
busy.

The door is always open. He never forgets anyone.

Blessings
Bea Runningen, Sec.

Upcoming Events

Grue is participating in the Dalton Christmas Fest
Craft/vendor sale in Dalton on Dec 12th again this
year. Anyone who would like to contribute with items,
foods, crafts, Christmas goodies to be sold at the booth,
or to help at the booth contact Bea or Melissa for de-
tails.

Start brainstorming, baking and/or crafting
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PEACE WELCA MESSAGE......... November 10/15/26

A little known fact about this newsletter is it’s my last AND created on 10/15. 1 am definitely not ready to say
goodbye to month of October! So far, the month has been quite wonderful in my opinion. We have had very nice
weather especially the day we drove to Bemidji to deliver a truck full of winter clothing and footwear to Peoples
Church. Pastor Birgitte Simpson serves as the Executive Director and Mission Developer. She was very inspiring
as she talked about recent upgrades including installation of 24 overnight shelter beds. Another highlight was un-
loading the truck with a young man who was very eager to help and overjoyed at seeing a winter coat he immedi-
ately put on and wore the entire time we were there. His appreciation confirms the generosity and work we do and
his smile will stick with me!

Thank you Leslie Anderson and family for taking lead in providing ushers, communion helpers, readers and coffee
along with treats especially those amazing carrot bars during the month. Kip & Tonya Nelson will be responsible
for November. If you are available to assist on any November Sunday, please surprise them and let them know.

Don’t miss All Saints Sunday, November 1* where we will remember those who have died in past year and those
new saints received in baptism. service starts at 9am with communion.

November also brings us one of my favorite days and holidays. The Grue Harvest dinner is held on the 21* from
11 am to 1:30 and always delicious. This is a wonderful tradition and much appreciated by many. Thanksgiving
is a treasured holiday. Not only good food but built on three universal human experiences: the autumn harvest,
communal gratitude and the seasonal homecoming.

If you are interested in a visit by Pastor Julie, please call the office.

I pray you all will support Carol and Jody as they take on responsibility of leading WELCA They have already
spent much time thinking and planning starting with Christmas Mart of December 5. T hope to see all of you
there. Again, it has been my pleasure and honor to serve.

Sister in Christ and WELCA Co President, Janet Novak

P.S.
Please check your contact information in Annual Report and WELCA handbook for accuracy. Call church office
at 218-747-2273 to provide correct information.

QUILTING NEWS: Peace Quilt Raffle Tickets

Please call Linda Bahnson for tickets,

Winner of the leaf quilt this month at the Second Chance 218-405-0250

Thrift store was Veda Bengston from Westport. Next
month the quilt is a fall themed lap quilt.

, . : . Peace Welca Quilt Raffle
Nine quﬂts have been delivered to the Veterans Home in Qm'Lts made by Lynette Rohloff
Fergus in honor of our veterans from Peace Church. 3
. . st 2nd prize -
Quilting at church has changed to the first and third prize - Full size
Thursdays sk s 4
quits e
% 1.00 per ticket
Drawing 12 noon, Saturday, December 5, 2026 001

at the Ashby Senior Center Need not be present to win




GRUE COUNCIL NEWS 8

Grue Council Meeting-October 11,2026
Members Present: June, Randy, Dar, Melissa, Sonia & Gwen
Absent: Char & Bob

The meeting was called to order by President Sonia Heibel. Secretary’s report was reviewed and ap-
proved. M/S/C

Treasure’s report was reviewed and approved. M/S/C

Old Business:
*We discussed possible air conditioning unit for the Narthex. A mini split unit was in the discussion.
It was tabled until spring of 2027.

*The window screen has been repaired. Thank you, Patty and Cory!
There are a few other screens that may need some repairs. They will be looked over before
spring of 2027.
New Business:
*Habitat for Humanity has sent information to the local churches on possibly helping with building
a new home in Fergus Falls, starting in the spring of 2027. There are options to help by
volunteering, providing meals for workers, or donating financially. This will be added to the
agenda for our Parish Council meeting in November. Possibly partnering with Peace for this
project.

*The speaker downstairs at the church needs to be tested, to see if it is working properly. Sonia and
Denise will look into this.

The next meeting will be the Parish meeting on November 11th @ 7PM at Grue.
M/S/C to adjourn the meeting.

Gwen Lillemon, council secretary




PEACE COUNCIL NEWS

Peace Council Meeting October, 11, 2026
Meeting called to order by Pres. Dee Holte
Opening Prayer: Pres. Dee Holte
Attendees: Pres. Dee Holte, Co. Secretaries: Brenda Johnson and Jeremy Anderson, Council Member,
Donna Grover
Not in Attendance: Council Members, Linda Bahnson and Wayne Vorland, Treasure, Tim Cunningham
Secretary's Report: M/Jeremy Anderson, S/Donna Grover, C/ to approve as written
Treasurer's Report: M/Brenda Johnson, S/Jeremy Anderson, C/ to approve as  written
Pastor's Report: approve as written see attached
Team Reports
Education Team: The Peace Sunday School Christmas Program will be on 12/20 @ 9:00 AM during
church services.
Worship Team: nothing at this time
Property and Management: Please refer to the old and new business

Old Business:

Update on the energy audit and cameras for the church will be deferred to the November meeting when
Tim is available to update.

All electrical work outside has been presented to Driggins Electric. They will complete when they are
available.

The removal of the old piano will be deferred until community Spring Clean-Up

Bid for painting downstairs of the church: Lowest bid was by Indy Paints,

Cassi Boeddeker of Ashby

Areas to be painted that are included in the bid are as follows:

Basement Main Fellowship Hall: ceiling, walls, nook area, and posts,Hallway and Bathrooms, Stairway
Hallways

Total bid for all projects, materials, and labor: $5,505.00, M/Brenda Johnson, S/Donna Grover,
C/approve bid from Indy Paints, L.L.C.

New Business:

Habitat for Humanity Faith Build has sent out a flyer requesting help from area churches and at what
capacity of help. Please refer to the attachment. The Council/ WELCA will be discussing this at a later
date. We did service when they were doing a similar house in Dalton. Project will begin in the Spring.

Church Reservations:

None at time of meeting

Next Council meeting will be on 11/08/26, following services.
Motion to adjourn: M/Jeremy Anderson, S/Donna Grover, C/

Respectfully Submitted by Co. Sec.
Brenda Johnson b

Next meeting is 11/11/26 at grue, it is a Parish meeting.
Amended by Melissa Runningen per Dee Holte.
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Sat. Dec. 5, 2026

%
9:00am-1:00pm

0 Ashby Senior/Community Center :
‘We are once again asking members to consider %

% baking or crafting for our Market this year.
% &&éﬁ\ Many proceeds will go to our

basement updating project.

Your hostesses for this year’s
Scandinavian Christmas Market are

Socly Debler, Jenngy Folte, and Carol Kocfod

If you have any questions
please feel free to contact them.

More information will follow in
each newsletter leading up to December.

Serving g’oaf and. Otﬁers
=3\ jnLove £L4-

e - R R R T e
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We would like to update our congregation’s addresses so that we will have them correct in our
church directory and also for the newsletter, please fill out the form, and mail it to Peace/Grue Parish at
PO Box 157, Ashby MN 56309
or email to peace@prtel.com or put in the mail slot in the
Parish Office Manager’s office door.

Also if you would no longer like to receive the newsletter please let us know.

NAME
PERMANENT OR SUMMER
ADDRESS
PHONE NUMBERS
EMAIL ADDRESS

For the People who leave for the winter - please update you addresses,
when you leave and when you return.

WINTER
ADDRESS

DATE YOU LEAVE

DATE YOU RETURN

If you have sent in before no need to send in again unless there is a change. Thank you

Also, if you are going to be gone for a length of time, say vacation, please let us know, thank you.
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Alaska Mission Trip Update

Members of the Alaska Mission Trip Planning Team met on October 14 to begin the journey
north to Alaska! As we make our way further down the trail we will be sharing more informa-
tion as the trip takes shape. At this time, around 15 people have expressed interest and plan on
taking part. We realize that it's difficult to plan with limited information, so stay tuned for fu-
ture updates, but we can share a few things. We have decided that those who would like to par-
ticipate commit no later than March 31, 2027. We have also implemented a minimum age re-
quirement of 12 for youth who will not be accompanied by an adult. Several people have
asked whether members of other congregations can take part. At this time, we feel we need to
see what the response is from Peace and Grue members. After the March 31 cutoff, we will
determine where we are at with numbers and if there is space available to invite others.

We have determined the time frame for the trip, which will be two weeks in early August of
2028. Pastor Julie has been in contact with numerous ELCA congregations in the Alaska Syn-
od, and these churches have been very welcoming and enthusiastic to help us out. A general
overview of what we have in mind:

* Approximately one week in the Anchorage/Wasilla area where we will be working with the
congregations in Wasilla, Chugiak, Downtown Anchorage on service projects in partnership
with these congregations. We will also be attending some of their worship services and
building new relationships there as well. Pastor Julie is planning an evening outdoor wor-
ship service one of the nights. Our friends at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Wasilla
have graciously offered us a place to stay for our time there. During our time there, we will
plan an adventure day and visit Denali National Park.

»  We will then spend the rest of the time in the Kenai Peninsula, visiting and partnering with
ELCA Congregations in Seward and Soldotna. We will likely stay in the Soldotna area.
We will also offer a variety of options for a free day the second week: fishing, Kenai Fjords
tour, side-trip to Homer and other things. We recognize that we're a diverse group with di-
verse interests, so we will spend a day where team members can decide where to "find their
fun" on the Peninsula before we return home.

Of course, to make this trip possible we need your support. First and foremost, please add us to
your prayer lists. We will be having a number of fundraisers, so stay tuned for those, and thank
you in advance for your supporting those. Speaking for myself and all of us on the team and
those who have expressed interest in going, thank you all. We are very excited to embark on
this journey together as God's people representing Peace and Grue.

Pastor Julie
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for your willingness to make our
event a success!
Our Dec. 5 Christmas Market
is coming together.

K Hostesses - Bake Sale ,\ )
ék ~ Jody Dahlen & é % Jenny Holte & %

Carol Koefod Teresa Magnuson

: Crafts Cashlers g
5 Teresa Langhe & Clndy Vorland ‘,,
\ Sandy Cunmngham Val Fick, and /

Janet Novak

We are still looking for a clean-up crew
of 4 people to help at 1:00.

Please contact Jenny Holte, Jody Dahlen,
or Carol Koefod if you are able to help.

=V¥<=
. And a FAUGE thank, you N2
to all who are planning to contribute
: your talents to our bake sale and craft tables.

Proceeds will used for WELCA missions
and planned projects.

13



God’s People in Service

—

NOVEMBER 2026 (iﬁ
Peace F Grue Lutheran Parish
Grue 10:45 November 1 November 8 November 15 November 22 | November 24 November
a.m. White All Green Green White Green 29
Worship Saints Thanksgiving Green
Sunday service w/
Holy Holy
Communion Communion
Blessing of Tpm
the Blaze Presbyterian
hosting
Janitors/ The Millers and June Bjornson & Madison Bitzen
Ushers
Reader ushers ushers ushers ushers | .enenenennenne ushers
Music Denise Juven Cindy Denise Juven Denise Juven | ...ccceveieeunne Denise Juven
Vorland
Peace November 1 November 8 November 15 November 22 | November 24 November
9:00 a.m. White All Green Green White Green 29
Worship Saints Coffee Cup Thanksgiving Green
Sunday Sunday service w/
Holy Holy
Communion Communion
Blessing of 7pm
the Blaze Presbyterian
hosting
Music Brenda Brenda Contemporary Brenda | ... Brenda
Risbrudt Risbrudt Risbrudt Risbrudt
Ushers Jeff & Wendy | ..ccevevennnes Tim & Zach Larry Grove |  ..oeceeeeee Traeton &
Merrick Cunningham & Bennett Easton
Nelson
Acolytes Darian Holte | ....cccceveeueee Lola Thompson Gavin | e Isaiah
Bentley Olson Sunday Balgaard Anderson
Johnson Jaxon Kaydee
Hanson Anderson
Readers Wendy Traeton Jeff Merrick Jeff Merrick |  .oveneneene Traeton
Merrick Nelson Nelson
Psalm Darian Holte Traeton Lola Thompson Gavin | e Isaiah
Reader Nelson Balgaard Anderson
Communion A T I e
Helper (set Merrick
up, serve,
clean)
Cookie Cake Tonya Nelson Sandy Heidi Grove | ...oeeneee. Tonya Nelson
Servers honoring Cunningham
Veterans

r

Serving Team Peace Lutheran Month of November 2026
Chairpersons: Kip & Tonya Nelson

sanctuary.

LOCKED!

*Ushers are reminded to pick up bulletins and trash and replace hymnals in racks prior to leaving the

MAKE SURE THE LIGHTS ARE TURNED OFF AND ALL DOORS ARE




Peace T Grue Lutheran Parish — NOVEMBER 2026

PARISH OFFICE 218-747-2273, Cell# 218-770-8457 Email peacegrue@outlook.com
306 Larson Avenue, Box 157, Ashby, MN 56309 Church website: www.peacegrue.org
Pastor Julie Carlson, 320-491-2304  Email: pastorjuliecarlson@gmail.com
Office hours M-TH 9-2, closed on Fridays

Peace 9:00 am, Grue 10:45 am

Nov. 1, Day Light savings Time Ends (turn your clocks back)

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
All Saints Sunday/ PQ Pastor’s
Blessing of the blaze Confirmation Sabbath
PEACE service 9am, 5:30 pm -6:00 pm
SS 10:15am
GRUE service
10:45am, SS 9:30am
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
PEACE service 9am, AL Bible study Pastor’s
SS 10:15am 2:00 Sabbath
GRUE service Confirmation
10:45am, SS 9:30am 5:30 pm -6:00 pm
Parish Council
meeting 7:00pm
@ GRUE
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
PEACE service 9am, Peace Bible PQ Pastor’s | FREE Harvest
SS 10:15am study 9:00 AL Bible study Sabbath | meal being served
GRUE service am. 2:00 at Grue from
10:45am, SS 9:30am I1am-1:30 pm.
Grue Bible | Confirmation All are Welcome.
study 1:30 5:30 pm -6:00 pm Come and enjoy
pm. the community
fellowship
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
PEACE service 9am, Thanks- Thanks- | Pastor’s
SS 10:15am giving NO Confirmation | giving Sabbath
GRUE service worship
10:45am, SS 9:30am service -church
Presbyteria office
n hosting 7 closed
pm
29 30 WORSHIP TIMES:
PEACE service 9am, PEACE service 9am, SS 10:15am
SS 10:15am GRUE service 10:45am, SS 9:30am
GRUE service
10:45am, NO SS
PQ-Peace quilting Thursday's (1st & 3rd)



mailto:peacegrue@outlook.com
https://d.docs.live.net/2010NWSLTR/www.peacegrue.org

